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Crime Novels: American Noir of the 1930s and 40s



by
Robert Polito
· James M. Cain
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· Edward Anderson
· Kenneth Fearing
· William Lindsay Gresham
· Cornell Woolrich



1997·






·4.36·760 Ratings


Evolving out of the terse and violent style of the pulp magazines, noir fiction expanded over the decades into a varied, innovative and profoundly influential body of writing. The eleven novels in The Library of America’s adventurous two-volume collecti
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Crime Novels: American Noir of the 1950s
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·4.36·403 Ratings


This Library of America volume, with its companion devoted to the 1930s and 40s, presents a rich vein of modern American writing, works now being recognized for the powerful literary qualities and their unique, sometimes subversive role in shaping modern
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Savage Art: A Biography of Jim Thompson



by
Robert Polito



1996·






·4.12·504 Ratings


Robert Polito recounts Thompson's relationship with his father, a disgraced Oklahoma sheriff, with the women he adored in life and murdered on the page, with alcohol, would-be censors, and Hollywood auteurs. Unrelenting and empathetic, casting light into
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Street of No Return



by
David Goodis
· Robert Polito
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·3.95·367 Ratings


“David Goodis is the mystery man of hardboiled fiction.”—Geoffrey O’BrienIn Street of No Return, we meet the pathetic figure of Whitey. Once upon a time Whitey was a crooner with a million-dollar voice and a standing invitation from any woman who





 
	 


[image: Farber on Film: The Complete Film Writings]








Farber on Film: The Complete Film Writings



by
Manny Farber
· Robert Polito



2009·






·4.43·75 Ratings


Manny Farber (1917–2008) was a unique figure among American movie critics. Champion of what he called "termite art" (focused, often eccentric virtuosity as opposed to "white elephant" monumentality), master of a one-of-a-kind prose style whose jazz-like
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Five Noir Novels of the 1940s & 50s: Dark Passage / Nightfall / The Burglar / The Moon in the Gutter / Street of No Return



by
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· Robert Polito



2012·






·4.31·176 Ratings


Among the pantheon of American crime writers—those masters of noir whose powerful vernacular style and dark and subversive themes transformed American culture and writing—David Goodis was a unique figure. Born in Philadelphia, he brought a jazzy, expr
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Writing Los Angeles: A Literary Anthology (Library of America)



by
David L. Ulin
· F. Scott Fitzgerald
· Bertolt Brecht
· H.L. Mencken
· Nathanael West
· Christopher Isherwood
· Aldous Huxley
· Norman Mailer
· Budd Schulberg
· Chester Himes
· Carey McWilliams
· Simone de Beauvoir
· Vachel Lindsay
· Joan Didion
· Randall Jarrell
· Tom Wolfe
· Jack Kerouac
· John Fante
· Truman Capote
· Evelyn Waugh
· Octavio Paz
· Ray Bradbury
· Tennessee Williams
· Ross Macdonald
· Charles Bukowski
· Reyner Banham
· Charles Mingus
· Umberto Eco
· David Hockney
· John Gregory Dunne
· Art Pepper
· Wanda Coleman
· Mona Simpson
· Gary Snyder
· Upton Sinclair
· Mike Davis
· Sandra Tsing Loh
· James Ellroy
· Pico Iyer
· Walter Mosely
· William T. Vollmann
· Edmund Wilson
· James M. Cain
· William Faulkner
· Raymond Chandler
· M.F.K. Fisher



2002·






·4.21·173 Ratings


Los Angeles has always been a place of paradisal promise and apocalyptic undercurrents. Simone de Beauvoir saw a kaleidoscopic "hall of mirrors," Aldous Huxley a "city of dreadful joy." Jack Kerouac found a "huge desert encampment," David Thomson imagined
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2006·






·4.37·809 Ratings


How do great writers do it? From James M. Cain's hard-nosed observation that "writing a novel is like working on foreign policy. There are problems to be solved. It's not all inspirational," to Joan Didion's account of how she composes a book--"I constant
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THE POSTMAN ALWAYS RINGS TWICE by James .. he had drew on the paper, and a couple of other  ...
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